
In celebration of EGC’s 60th anniversary in 2021, the Center documented its rich history and built an EGC 
historical archive available to Yale students and other development researchers. The aim was to recognize the 
people who made up EGC — the founders, faculty, students, and visitors — to understand how their ideas helped 
shape development economics at Yale and beyond, and to contribute to the picture of the history of the discipline 
more broadly. This ongoing project has uncovered a wealth of stories and underrecognized research. It has also 
convened past members of the EGC community to reconnect with the Center, Yale, and each other. To read the 
latest articles in the series and access archival materials, visit the EGC History section of our website:

1952
International and Foreign 
Economic Administration 
(IFEA) Program begins to 

train international officials 
at Yale. 1959

Lloyd Reynolds, Richard Ruggles, and 
Robert Triffin write to Yale Provost 

Norman Buck about “revising” the IFEA 
program to broadly support quantitative 

study of economic growth.

1965
EGC 

commissions 
development 

economics 
textbook.

1978
Hans Binswanger provides 

EGC with access to the 
International Crops Research 

Institute for the Semi-Arid 
Tropics (ICRISAT) dataset.

1982
T. Paul Schultz and  

Mark Rosenzweig enable 
the follow-up Additional 

Rural Incomes Survey 
(ARIS)/Rural Economic 
& Demographic Survey 
(REDS) panel datasets.

1990
The Ryoichi Sasakawa Young 

Leaders Fellowship Fund 
(SYLFF) at Yale is established 

to support international 
economics graduate students 

and their research.

1987
Kuznets  

Memorial Lecture 
Series founded.

1962
Development center founded (and IFEA  

folded in) with $2 M Ford Foundation grant. Initially 
named “Center for Quantitative Study of Economic 

Structure and Growth”, it is renamed “Economic 
Growth Center” in 1962.

1962
EGC launches 

”Country Studies,” 
its flagship 

program.

1962
EGC becomes 

headquarters for the 
International Association 

for Research in Income 
and Wealth.

1979
IFEA officially 

renamed as the 
International and 

Development 
Economics (IDE) 

program.

2004
The Robert E. Evenson Fund 

is established to support 
graduate students and new 
faculty members with data 

collection and travel to 
developing countries.

2018 – 2020
Pinelopi Goldberg 

serves as Chief 
Economist of the 

World Bank.

1986
Carlos F. Diaz-Alejandro Memorial Fund established to 
assist Latin Americans in graduate and post-doctoral 

economics work at Yale.

1988
TN Srinivasan co-edits 

first Handbook of 
Development Economics 

with Hollis Chenery.

Rockefeller 
Foundation funds 

training and 
research program on 

family and gender 
differences, bringing 

various visiting 
scholars to Yale.

1963
Nancy and Richard Ruggles release “A System 

of National Economic Accounts for the 
Country Study Program”. By 1963, national 

statistics from six countries had been coded 
and mechanized by these guidelines.

EGC’s History
2008 – 2010

Program in Economic 
History formally 

established at EGC.

EGC launches large-scale 
surveys in Tamil Nadu, 

India and Ghana.

Mark Rosenzweig co-
edits the 5th Handbook of 
Development Economics 

with Dani Rodrick. EGC 
Affiliates have had a hand 
in editing all 5 volumes to 

this point.

1957
IFEA Executive 

Committee consolidates 
with other international 

activities of Yale 
Economics department.

1955
IFEA program 

funded by Ford 
Foundation.

1958
Simon Kuznets leads National 
Bureau of Economic Research 
conference on opportunities 

for quantitative analysis of 
economic growth.

1968 – 1971
Robert Evenson  

brings Additional Rural 
Incomes Survey (ARIS) 

panel data to Yale.

1974 – 1978
T.N. Srinivasan serves  
as the founding editor  

of the Journal of 
Development Economics, 

established in 1974.

In an agreement brokered 
by Gustav Ranis and 

Richard Cooper, the Ford 
foundation and Yale raise a 
final endowment, and EGC 

becomes an endowed center.

REMEMBERING INTELLECTUAL PIONEERS  
WHO VISITED EGC IN THE 1960S

As part of the effort to document its history, EGC published a 
series of articles on prominent Latin American economists, some 
of whom had been forced out of their positions in their home 
countries by repressive regimes. These economists found an 
intellectual home at EGC in the 1960s and 1970s. One of them was 
Carlos Diaz-Alejandro who became renowned for his analysis of 
Latin American economies and for his advocacy for human rights.

HONORING THE WOMEN WHO SHAPED EGC

Mariam Chamberlain, Mary Reynolds, and Nancy Ruggles were part of the 
founding team of EGC — and scholars, pushing boundaries in the early 1960s. 
However, due to discriminatory rules of the time, they were excluded from the 
academic career track. A series of EGC profiles uncovered their contributions 
and also told the stories of other Yale women who argued for greater equity in 
the economics profession.

EGC STAFF EXCELLENCE: SUSAN EGGERS’ 
GROUNDBREAKING RESEARCH PATH

Susan Eggers entered EGC in the mid-1960s as a 
secretary and discovered her talent for programming 
while working on a data-analysis task. She went on to 
pursue an illustrious career as a computer scientist and 
broke barriers as the first woman to win the Eckert-
Mauchly Award in 2018 for her contributions to the 
field of computer architecture.

EGC 
DIRECTORS

1961 – 1967 
Lloyd G. Reynolds

1967 – 1975 
Gustav Ranis 

1976 – 1983 
Hugh Patrick

1983 – 1992 
T. Paul Schultz

1992 – 1993 
Gustav Ranis 

1993 – 1996 
T. Paul Shultz

1997 – 2000 
Robert E. Evenson

2000 – 2005 
Christopher Udry

2006 – 2019 
Mark R. Rosenzweig

2019 –
Rohini Pande

1977
Malcolm K. 
Brachman 

Professorship 
for economic 

demography is 
established.


